
TianZi Biodiversi-Tea Membership  

Become a TianZi Biodiversi-Tea Member 
Protect Biodiversity, live CO2-neutral and receive best tea in return! 

 
 

We like to encourage 
devoted tea drinkers to join 
our concept of protection & 
production. In a world 
where a handful of 
economic cash crops are 
taking over all arable lands, 
our land-use system makes a 
clear difference: it combines 
rainforest protection with 
tropical crop production in a 
sustainable way. The land 
management we use is 
described as Rainforestation 
Farming. Its definition in the 
Environmental Dictionary is:  
 

ÒRainforestation 
Farming: Acronym of 
Rainforest and 
Reforestation describing a 
highly diverse land-use 
system in the humid 
tropics through which 

degenerated former rainforest areas are ecologically and economically 
rehabilitated in a near-to-nature approach by using indigenous trees as 
combination of timber- and fruit trees and shade tolerant annual and 
perennial crops for optimum diversification. The Rainforestation Farming 
system therefore combines biodiversity protection with production and 
offers additional benefits like carbon sequestration, water retention, 
erosion control, and habitat to a maximum of accompanying flora and 
fauna.Ó 

 
How does it work? 
 

1 You rent land in our BiodiversiTea Resort and let us manage it 
for a highly diverse forest based tea farm. 

2 For the first 5 years, until the plants have established well, you 
receive 1 kg of best tea per year and hectare as an 
acknowledgement of your contribution. 

3 Starting in year 5 you receive 5 kg of Banzhang Puer Tea per 
hectare every year, personalized with your name (and 
institution). 
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Minimum land rent is 1 ha (10,000 square meter; about 2.5 acres). The 
duration of the arrangement is 30 years. 
 

One time cost per 1 ha is EURO 5000.- 
Time to recover the financial investment through the yearly tea shipment: 10 
years. 
At the same time you contribute to biodiversity protection and to carbon 
sequestration, and you can even live a CO2-neutral life: 1 ha of 
Rainforestation Farm binds between 200 to 300 tons of Carbon in 30 years. 
 
QUALITY ASSURANCE AND CERTIFICATION 
 
All TianZi teas are produced for their contribution to biodiversity protection. 
This means that they themselves represent old agro-biodiversity species, and in 
addition the farming system they grow in is designed to provide habitat for local 
flora and fauna. This is the TianZi seal certifying our Biodiversity Products 
standard. 
 
Biodiversity can only be protected if no agro-chemicals 
are used during production. Therefore, our teas 
naturally meet organic standards. We also have 
mechanisms in place, which allow local communities 
to benefit from fair share arrangements. And to top it all, 
our Rainforestation Farms contribute to the stabilization 
of the climate by carbon sequestration. 
 
The Mountain PuÕer Teas of TianZi are grown in ÒRainforestatin FarmsÓ and they 
are special because they are: 
- harvested exclusively from old trees in forests, hence, are free of agro 

chemicals; 
- cold fermented and, hence, mature in taste and quality over the years. 
 
Our teas are alive. They adapt and react to changes in temperature and 
humidity, they breath, and they feel at home in your home. Like good wine, 
they mature with age. Like best wine they are labeled with the 
1 name of the mountain 
2 year of harvest 
3 RESERVA seal for improved taste with mature age. 

      
Mature age starts with 5 years, increases aroma until the age of 25, develops 

a mature character with 50 and becomes a priceless collectorÕs item with 100. 
Keep your TianZi Tea RESERVA in a place where they can breath and feel the 
daily changes of temperature and humidity. Good containers are low fire 
ceramic jars or wooden boxes, similar to those for good cigars. 
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We take our global heritage as serious as we enjoy our best tasting teas: 
 
ÒIf good wine lends wings to your spirit,  
this tea reveals the depth of your soul.Ó 
 
 
 

TianZi Orchid flowers: a unique Biodiversi-Tea 

Species you protect simultaneously in your Rainforestation Farm 

Orchid flower tea:  
the rarest tea in heaven Ð food for the Gods 

 
The Gold Orchid 
Dendrobium chrysotoxum, ÒGolden Seed of the Tree of LifeÓ 
 
The Gold Orchid, Dendrobium chrysotoxum, embodies the powerful spirit of 
nature, life, balance and love. This beautiful epiphyte can be found in trees and 
atop traditional homes in tropical forest communities around the Mekong river 
basin in China. The annual bloom of the Gold Orchid in Xishuangbanna of 
Yunnan, China marks the Dai Springtime Water Splashing Festival when local 
women use it as an aromatic ornament in their hair. 
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As the botanical name suggests, Dendrobium chrysotoxum is the golden seed 
of the tree of life. The root Dendrobium represents the tree of life (dendron 
meaning tree and bios meaning life) and chrysotoxum signifies seed of gold 
(chryso meaning gold and toxum 
meaning seed). In their quest to 
transform minerals into the highly 
desired element, the great alchemists 
sought after the seed of gold as the 
basis of their concoctions. Likewise, 
healers have used the Gold Orchid 
in preparing tonics for spiritual 
transformations.  

Picture: Bulang lady with rich 
orchid ornament during water 

splashing festival. 
The Gold Orchid possesses the 

rare ability to enhance Yin for a 
harmonious balance between Yin 
and Yang. According to Traditional 
Chinese Medicine (TCM), people are 
born in the state of Yang. They must 
acquire Yin throughout their life for 
balance and longevity through rare 
sources. The Gold Orchid has thus 
become highly sought after in TCM. The first documentation that has been 
found of its healing attributes occur in Shen Nong's Chinese Materia Medica, 
prepared approximately 1,500 years ago. Recent laboratory research validates 
its immune-stimulating, antioxidant, glucose regulating properties. 

However, over-harvesting from high demand as well as habitat destruction 
from ecologically ill-conceived development activities is threatening the Gold 

OrchidÕs existence. At Tianzi, we therefore have 
developed sustainable production of Dendrobium 
chrysotoxum through tissue culture and subsequent 
cultivation in its natural habitat as part of our orchid 
recovery initiative to restore orchid diversity in the 
tropical mountain forests of Xishuangbanna.   
 
Imagine wild orchids and how they are rare and 
precious. How much more special must be a tea made 
from orchid flowers!  

For more information, please contact us at the 

 TianZi Biodiversity Research & Development Centre 
Mekong Hill Garden, 19 North Galan Road, 666100 Jinghong 
Xishuangbanna, Yunnan,China 
2008@natureproducts.net 


